There are 18 species of bat ih the JK, 10 of
these in Scotland. Qne species is Virtually extinct and
tWwo are Classed as endangered. Qthers are considered

t0 be threatened.

All species of British bats and their roosts are
protected by JK/Scottish/Northern Ireland and Euro-
pean [egislation. In some Cases their foraging sites
may also be safeguarded by a desighation such as
Special Area of Conservation (Sac) or Site of SpecCial
gcientific Interest (SSST).

AS a brief summary, it is ah offence to -

Intentionally (intentionally or recklessly in Scotland)
Kill, injure or take a bat

* Possess or control a live or dead bat, ahy part or
anything derived from a bat

* Ihtentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or
obstrucCt aCccess to any structure that a bat uses for
shelter or protection

* Ihtentionally or recklessly disturb a bat while it is
OCCupYing a structure or place that it uses for
shelter or protection

* et ahd use articles Capable of catching, or Killing a
bat

* Gell, offer or expose for sale, Or possess Or trahsport
for the purpose Of sale, any live or dead bat, Or any-
thing derived from a bat

* Make 3 false statement to obtain a licence for

bat work. %

Useful Contacts

The Statutory Nature Conservation QOrgahisation in
Gcotland is NatureScot
They can give advice on problems involving bats
(or any other species) ahd conservation issues.
For problems with bats in houses ring 01463 725 364
Website: www.hature.scot

The Bat Conservation Trust BCT) is a hatiohal
Oorgahisation dediCated to conserving bats for both us
and future generations to enjoy. BCT runs a National

Bat Monitoring Programme which
ahyone cah help with.

The BCT National Bat Helpline (2¢ hour) is for anyohe
who has a problem or guery about bats.
Website: Www.bats.org.uk

Helpline: 03¢5 1300 228.

IF You suspect that a Crime against bats has been
committed, contact the Police by calling 101
D ¢ G Police Contro| Centre: 0845 600 5701

Dumfries ahd Galloway Bat Group:
Gecretary Freda Seddon
Telephone 01387 811580
www.dumfriesbatgroup.org.uk

facebook.com/dandgbatgroup/
We hold informal meetings in the winter,
unhdertake surveys in the summer, and other
events all year round.

If you would like to [earh more about bats and
Join us in our activities, do come along and
meet us—contact the seCretary for details or
Visit our website.

Leaflet produced for Dz Bat Group by Freda Seddon.
Thanks to the Bat Conservation Trust for providing the
photos by R, Stebbings, JJ Kaczanow and Hugh Clark, and
t0 Bat Group Members for the other photos in this leaflet.

Dumf-‘ries and Galloway
Bat Group

Myself, I rather like the bat,

It’s hot 3 mouse, it’s hot a rat.

It has ho feathers, yet has wings,
It’s quite inaudible when it sings.
it Zig-zags through the evening air
Anhd never gets in ladies’ hair -

A fact that men may spend their lives
Attempting to convince their wives!

Ogden Nash



Bat Bjtg

Bats are probably the most mysterious anhd
fasCinating mammals in Britain.

Being small, active at night, living in Crevices and
other seCret places ahd spending most of their lives
hibernating or ‘asleep’, bats are very difficult to

study.

Brown [Long-eared Bat.
Photo by R Stebbings,

However, their reputa-
tion for being sCary or
weird is undeserved,
and as people learh
more about them anhd
uhderstand them they
find just how well
evolved and interest-
ing bats are.

All British bats are insectivorous, and it is the lack
Of flying insects in the winter that forces them to
hibernate from November to March.

Females congregate in maternity roosts in early sum-
mer and produce onhe baby each year, which they

Suckle for about 6 weeks. Baby bats start to eat

insects, brought to the
roost by their mother,
from about 3 weeks of
age.

Bats return to their

traditional roosts Yyear
after year, but may use
different roosts at
different times Of the year.

Pipistrelles in roost
Photo by
J J Kaczanow

Bat WorKerS

The present bat group was established in 2005 and is
a Parther Group with the Bat Conservation Trust,
the only charity devoted to conserving UK bats.

Several members now have their (Conservation
Licence (Roost Visitors [icence) which means that
they are able monitor bat boxes and other roosts,
Visit roost in houses to offer advice, and handle bats.
Other members are
receiving training.

Training  for a
Conservation [icence
includes |earhing
about bat legislation,
ecology and biology,
public relations, handling
bats and surveying and

Flying Pipistrelle
Photo by Hugh Clark,

monitoring.

AS most bat work is Carried out in the evening or at
dawn, bat workers have to be prepared to be out and
about at ‘unsocial’ hours!

You dont have to be a traihed bat worker t0 be a
useful member of a Bat
Group, but only
licensed workers Cah
visit bat roosts and
handle bats.

It is important to always
wear gloves and a mask
when handling bats.

Trainees learnh how to
handle bats safely.

Sometimes you need a
closer |00k at a bat

Bat Work

Members Of the bat group work together or
individually to further the welfare and understanding
Of bats in Dumfries and Galloway.

W The group puts up bat boxes in
woodlands, an important job
because inh modern woodlands old
trees, which have the sort of holes
and Crevices that bats like to live
4 in, tend to be cut down, sometimes
destroying a bat roost, or even

Killing bats in the process.

Bat boxes are monitored as

Ooften as possible, to see if they are
Checking bat boxes. being used by bats and if so, by
which species.

Members undertake surveys on behalf of the Bat Con-
servation Trust or other Orgahisations, in order to
monitor the populatioh status Of Various species of
bats. We do not undertake commercial surveys.

If householders have problems with bats, the group
may be able to give advice. Where people are unhappy
about having a bat roost, we may be able to reassure

them anhd promote understanding
and, hopefully, tolerance.
— CONtaCt US Via our website
www.dumfriesbatgroup.org.uk

Bat Walks and T alks

Bat work is also about
education and promoting
Bats. The bat group is
available to attend
events and give talks and
bat walks to any
interested schools and
other orgahisations.

Volunteers helping to make
bat boxes.



